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week, we were able to proceed to report 
and confirm Larry Thompson to be the 
Deputy Attorney General at the De-
partment of Justice and Dan Bryant to 
be the Assistant Attorney General for 
the Office of Legislative Affairs. I un-
derstand that they were sworn in last 
Friday and, again, congratulate them 
and their families. 

I have spoken to Attorney General 
Ashcroft about the staffing needs of 
the Department of Justice and assured 
him that I will do my part. For those 
with short memories, I note that At-
torney General Ashcroft was confirmed 
6 weeks before Attorney General 
Reno’s confirmation in the last admin-
istration and the Deputy Attorney 
General was confirmed 3 weeks before 
his counterpart in the last administra-
tion. Assistant Attorney General Bry-
ant was confirmed 7 weeks before his 
counterpart in the previous adminis-
tration. 

The committee is moving expedi-
tiously on the administration’s nomi-
nations to the Department of Justice. 
Indeed, we are ahead of the confirma-
tions schedule of the Clinton adminis-
tration for each and every nominee 
confirmed to date. 

The Clinton administration’s Assist-
ant Attorney General to head the 
Criminal Division was not confirmed 
until November. The committee pro-
ceeded to consider the Chertoff nomi-
nation this week, after a hearing last 
week. That is extremely expeditious. 
Indeed, in spite of Mr. Chertoff’s role as 
the lead counsel to the Republicans in 
the Whitewater investigation, an ex-
tremely partisan effort, we are moving 
ahead. Mr. Chertoff explained at his 
hearing that he understands the role of 
the head of the Criminal Division and 
will carry out those functions without 
regard to politics or partisanship. I be-
lieve him and look forward to working 
with him. 

The Assistant Attorney General to 
head the Office for Policy Development 
in the last administration was not con-
firmed until August, 95 days after her 
nomination. Professor Dinh did not re-
turn his responses to written questions 
until this Tuesday. He was precipi-
tously placed on the committee agenda 
last week. Once his responses were in, 
he was considered and reported out this 
week, months ahead of his counterpart 
in the last administration. 

While we consider the current nomi-
nations, the many dedicated employees 
at the Department of Justice continue 
to work, do their jobs, and serve the 
public. Many of the comments made 
over the last several weeks disparage 
their fine work and commitment. I see 
no evidence that the Department is 
‘‘floundering’’ or that the dedicated 
public servants who staff the Depart-
ment and the United States Attorneys’ 
offices around the country have 
stopped doing their jobs. 

The chairman has noticed another 
hearing for Department of Justice 

nominees next week, although he has 
yet to specify who will be included at 
that hearing, which is less than a week 
away. Democrats on the committee are 
continuing to work expeditiously and 
cooperatively to consider, report and 
confirm the vast majority of the Presi-
dent’s nominations to the Department 
of Justice. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET ACT 
COMPLIANCE 

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, pursu-
ant to section 313(c) of the Congres-
sional Budget Act of 1974, I submit for 
the RECORD a list of material in S. 896 
considered to be extraneous under sub-
sections (b)(1)(A), (b)(1)(B), and 
(b)(1)(E) of section 313. The inclusion or 
exclusion of material on the following 
list does not constitute a determina-
tion of extraneousness by the Presiding 
Officer of the Senate. 

To the best of my knowledge, S. 896, 
the Restoring Earnings to Lift Individ-
uals and Empower Families (RELIEF) 
Reconciliation Act of 2001, contains no 
material considered to be extraneous 
under subsections (b)(1)(A), (b)(1)(B), 
and (b)(1)(E) of section 313 of the Con-
gressional Budget Act of 1974. 

f 

PROJECT SAFE NEIGHBORHOODS 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, in a 
speech in Philadelphia on Monday, 
President Bush spoke out about gun vi-
olence in this country. Citing alarming 
statistics about the number of Ameri-
cans killed and injured by handguns 
each year, he stated that ‘‘this is unac-
ceptable in America. It’s just unaccept-
able, and we’re going to do something 
about it.’’ The President emphasized 
that ‘‘we’re going to reduce gun vio-
lence in America, and those who com-
mit crimes with guns will find a deter-
mined adversary in my administra-
tion.’’ I commend the President for his 
commitment to helping eliminate gun 
violence. 

In his speech, the President intro-
duced ‘‘Project Safe Neighborhoods,’’ 
an initiative to combat gun violence. 
The main focus of this initiative is on 
the increased enforcement of existing 
gun laws and more vigorous prosecu-
tion of crimes committed with hand-
guns. The President plans to devote 
$550 million in funding to this initia-
tive over the next 2 years. The major-
ity of the funding will be dedicated to 
hiring new Federal and State prosecu-
tors to focus on gun crimes, updating 
State criminal record systems, improv-
ing Federal ballistics testing that trace 
illegal guns and developing regional 
task forces of Federal, State and local 
law enforcement agencies to catch and 
prosecute criminals in gun cases. 

Although there is often disagreement 
about the best approach to ending gun 
violence, we can all agree that enforce-
ment of our gun laws and prosecution 

of people who use guns illegally are es-
sential elements to any successful ap-
proach. Since 1993, increased law en-
forcement and prosecution efforts have 
resulted in a 16 percent increase in the 
number of gun cases filed and a 41 per-
cent increase in the number of offend-
ers sentenced to more than 5 years in 
prison. These increases in enforcement 
efforts enjoy broad bipartisan support. 
I commend the President for building 
upon this consensus by taking another 
step toward ensuring that gun crimi-
nals are prosecuted to the fullest ex-
tent of the law. 

While I agree with the aims of the 
President’s initiative, I believe that it 
is not enough. We must also make it 
harder for criminals to get guns in the 
first place, by closing the gun show 
loophole that allows the purchase of 
handguns without a background check. 
Although he stated during the presi-
dential campaign that he supported 
closing the gun show loophole, Presi-
dent Bush did not mention it in his 
speech on Monday. The President ex-
pressed that ‘‘Project Safe Neighbor-
hoods is one step, an important step’’ 
toward making domestic tranquility a 
reality. I hope that the President will 
take the next, necessary step toward 
protecting the citizens of this country 
by supporting efforts to close the gun 
show loophole. 

f 

SUBMITTING CHANGES TO COM-
MITTEE ALLOCATIONS, FUNC-
TIONAL LEVELS, AND BUDG-
ETARY AGGREGATES 

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, sec-
tion 310(c)(2) of the Congressional 
Budget Act, as amended, provides the 
Chairman of the Senate Budget Com-
mittee with authority to revise com-
mittee allocations, functional levels, 
and budgetary aggregates for a rec-
onciliation bill which fulfills an in-
struction with respect to both outlays 
and revenues. The Chairman’s author-
ity under 310(c) may be exercised if the 
following conditions have been satis-
fied: 

1. The Committee on Finance reports 
a bill which changes the mix of the in-
structed revenue and outlay changes 
by not more than 20 percent of the sum 
of the components of the instruction, 
and 

2. The Committee on Finance still 
complies with the overall reconcili-
ation instruction. 

I find that S. 896, as reported, satis-
fies the two conditions above and, pur-
suant to my authority under section 
310(c), I hereby submit revisions to H. 
Con. Res. 83, the 2002 Budget Resolu-
tion. The attached tables show the cur-
rent 2002 Budget Resolution figures as 
well as the revised committee alloca-
tions, functional levels, and budgetary 
aggregates, and I ask unanimous con-
sent to have them printed in the 
RECORD. 
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There being no objection, the mate-

rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows; 
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NATIONAL BOXING SAFETY ACT 

OF 2001 

Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to join my colleague from Ne-
vada, Senator REID, as a cosponsor to 
the National Boxing Safety Act of 2001. 
Because professional boxing is the only 
major sport in the United States that 
is not governed by a strong, centralized 
association or league to enforce uni-
form rules and practices, there is no 
consistent level of state regulation 
overseeing the practices of those par-
ticipating in the industry. As the scan-
dals, controversies, and unethical prac-
tices continue to persist, the need for a 
centralized governing body to regulate 
the sport has become evident. 

While I have certain differences with 
the legislation, I look forward to work-
ing with Senator REID to address these, 
and together work toward passage of 
this bill. 

f 

THE CUBAN SOLIDARITY ACT OF 
2001 

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I am hon-
ored to lend my support as an original 
cosponsor to the Cuban Solidarity Act 
of 2001. As many of us here know, the 
Cuban Solidarity Act of 2001 goes be-
yond what the original Helms-Burton 
Act of 1996 sought to accomplish. Not 
only does it send a clear signal to the 
Castro regime that there are con-
sequences to violating political and re-
ligious freedoms and human rights, but 
that we are going to work fervently to 
bring about a change in his regime. 

Four years ago, I spoke here on the 
Senate floor in condemnation of the 
cowardly acts of the Cuban government 
in the shooting down of two civilian 
aircraft. I also expressed my concerns 
about the unauthorized use of con-
fiscated United States-citizen-owned 
property. This bill contains a number 
of provisions that seek compensation 
from the Cuban government on both 
matters. 

In Castro’s Cuba, dissidents are rou-
tinely subjugated to random arrests, 
exile, imprisonment and beatings for 
openly opposing the government. Dur-
ing the first two months of 2000, over 
350 peaceful human rights activists 
were arrested. One of the most notable 
cases included that of Dr. Oscar Biscet 
of the Lawton Human Rights Founda-
tion, who received three years in prison 
for protests against abortion and the 
death penalty. 

These violations of human rights 
taking place only ninety miles from 
the United States, are a threat to 
international peace. 

Furthermore, many observers are 
concerned that a successor to Castro is 
currently being groomed to maintain 
authoritarian control over the island. 

This bill will authorize the President 
to pursue a more pro-active policy to-
wards changing the regime in Cuba 
from within. It does so by amending 

trade sanctions, which will give the 
President enhanced tools in supporting 
pro-democracy and human rights 
groups. Such new tools include author-
izing the export of religious, edu-
cational and journalistic materials to 
individuals and independent groups, as 
well as office supplies, telephones and 
fax machines. These individuals and 
groups may include victims of religious 
persecution, farm cooperatives, polit-
ical prisoners, and worker’s rights 
groups just to name a few. The bill will 
also increase humanitarian aid in the 
form of food and medicine to children 
and the elderly. 

Another large component of this bill, 
is the support it gives to micro-enter-
prise efforts in Cuba. By helping self- 
employed Cubans start their own busi-
nesses, we will help to plant the seeds 
of independent thinking, democracy 
and entrepreneurialism which will en-
sure a more peaceful transition to de-
mocracy. 

Because Castro will not hold power in 
Cuba forever, we need to take the nec-
essary steps to make sure a transition 
to democracy is possible and likely. 

It is time for a reinvigorated ap-
proach towards Cuba, one that includes 
bipartisan support. Therefore I am 
pleased to support the Cuba Solidarity 
Act of 2001, and I would urge others to 
do the same. 

f 

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT 
OF 2001 

Mr. SMITH of Oregon. Mr. President, 
I rise today to speak about hate crimes 
legislation I introduced with Senator 
KENNEDY last month. The Local Law 
Enforcement Act of 2001 would add new 
categories to current hate crimes legis-
lation sending a signal that violence of 
any kind is unacceptable in our soci-
ety. 

I would like to describe a heinous 
crime that occurred October 31, 1999 in 
Inverness, Florida. After shouting anti- 
gay epithets, a teenager allegedly 
drove into a group of young people 
dressed in drag on Halloween night, 
killing 17-year-old Allison Decratel and 
injuring another person. The teenager, 
Richard Burzynski Jr., 17, and pas-
senger Thomas Alan Bonneville, 16, 
drove past the cross-dressed group sev-
eral times shouting ‘‘faggots’’ at the 
boys in the group before steering the 
car into the group of teens. The per-
petrators fled the scene but were appre-
hended 50 miles north of the incident. 
On November 19, Burzynski was in-
dicted on six counts, including first-de-
gree murder. 

I believe that Government’s first 
duty is to defend its citizens, to defend 
them against the harms that come out 
of hate. The Local Law Enforcement 
Enhancement Act of 2001 is now a sym-
bol that can become substance. I be-
lieve that by passing this legislation, 
we can change hearts and minds as 
well. 

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE 

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the 
close of business yesterday, Wednes-
day, May 16, 2001, the Federal debt 
stood at $5,651,674,551,618.32, Five tril-
lion, six hundred fifty-one billion, six 
hundred seventy-four million, five hun-
dred fifty-one thousand, six hundred 
eighteen dollars and thirty-two cents. 

One year ago, May 16, 2000, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $5,669,366,000,000, Five 
trillion, six hundred sixty-nine billion, 
three hundred sixty-six million. 

Five years ago, May 16, 1996, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $5,113,662,000,000, Five 
trillion, one hundred thirteen billion, 
six hundred sixty-two million. 

Ten years ago, May 16, 1991, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $3,460,706,000,000, 
Three trillion, four hundred sixty bil-
lion, seven hundred six million. 

Fifteen years ago, May 16, 1986, the 
Federal debt stood at $2,030,755,000,000, 
Two trillion, thirty billion, seven hun-
dred fifty-five million, which reflects a 
debt increase of more than $3.5 trillion, 
$3,620,919,551,618.32, Three trillion, six 
hundred twenty billion, nine hundred 
nineteen million, five hundred fifty-one 
thousand, six hundred eighteen dollars 
and thirty-two cents during the past 15 
years. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TAIWANESE AMERICAN HERITAGE 
WEEK 

∑ Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, last 
week, Taiwanese Americans and all 
Americans celebrated Taiwanese Amer-
ican Heritage Week. I commend our 
many citizens of Taiwanese back-
ground for the contributions they have 
made to America. 

More than 500,000 Americans are of 
Taiwanese heritage, and they have 
achieved impressive successes in busi-
ness, in science and the arts, in the 
academic world, and in many other as-
pects of our national life. They are a 
vital part of our society and an impor-
tant part of the strong fabric of Amer-
ican life. 

All Americans continue to watch 
with great interest and support as Tai-
wan continues to become a stronger 
nation and a stronger democracy. I 
share the hope of Taiwanese Americans 
that Taiwan will continue to prosper in 
peace and growing economic strength.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO STONEWALL JACKSON 
HIGH SCHOOL 

∑ Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, it is 
with great pleasure that I rise today to 
pay tribute to the accomplishments of 
Stonewall Jackson High School, in Ma-
nassas, VA. Stonewall Jackson has 
been named Time magazine’s High 
School of the Year and is featured in 
the May 21, 2001 issue. 
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